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inventor, patent number, and issue date. 
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37 C.F.R. 1.8, or Express Mail certificate under 37 C.F.R. 1.10. An office action is mailed on the date 
indicated in the Office action. " Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 OG. 37-41, 39). 
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NOTE: "An action on the merits means an action which treats the patentability of the claims in an application, as 
opposed to only formal or procedural requirements. An action on the merits would, for example, contain a 
rejection or indication of allowability of a claim or claims rather than just a restriction requirements (37 
C.F.R. 1.142) or just a requirement for additional fees to have a claim considered (37 C.F.R. 1.16(d)). Thus, 
if an application was filed on Jan. 1 and the first Office action on the merits was not mailed until six months 
later on July 1, the examiner would be required to consider any proper information disclosure statement 
filed prior to July 1. " Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G 37-41, 39). 

WARNING: "A petition for suspension of action to allow applicant time to submit an information disclosure 

statement will be denied as failing to present good and sufficient reasons, since 37 C.F.R. 1.97 provides 
adequate recourse for the timely submission of prior art for consideration by the examiner. " Notice of 
July 6, 1992 (1141 O.G. 63). 
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We draw the attention of the Examiner to the attached English-language version of an 

International-type Search Report from a foreign office in respect of counterpart International 

Application No. PCT/CN02/00198 that indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign 

office. The Search Report makes consideration of any non-English art required. MPEP 609. 
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oversight that can be avoided by the exercise of reasonable care, requests for waiver of this requirement 
will not be granted on petition. " Notice of Oct. 24, 1996, 60 Fed. Reg. 56,439, at 56,442. 
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